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Minnesota Hospital Association 

2550 University Ave W., Suite 350-5 
St. Paul, MN 55114-1900 

phone (651) 641-1121 fax (651) 659-1477 

toll free (800) 462-5393 www.mnhospitals.org 

March 13, 2020 

Via email: tim.walz@state.mn.us 

Governor Tim Walz 
State of Minnesota 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Ste. 130 
Saint Paul, MN 55155-1611 

Dear Gov. Walz: 

Thank you for your call and the opportunity to consult with you today. To follow up on our conversation, 
on behalf of Minnesota's hospitals and health systems I urge you to make strong public 
recommendations regarding social distancing as soon as possible. 

People in Minnesota have already contracted this disease and we anticipate that more will test positive 
every day for a while. We share the desire to protect our communities from further spread of the virus. 
We know that interventions like social distancing can be disruptive to daily life, but they are also 
disruptive to the spread of disease, and we believe they are prudent and warranted at this time. 

A commentary in the Star Tribune on March 11 pointed out why social distancing is so important: "We 
are all potential links in chains of infection. These chains have the capacity to encircle our communities, 
our country and the world. Indeed, many undetected chains of transmission are occurring in 
communities around the country. The time to act to stop transmission is now." 

I encourage you to reiterate the public health messaging to Minnesotans: 
• Call your clinic or primary care provider if you are feeling sick. Utilize health care in the right 

settings to conserve health care settings like the ED and hospitals for acute needs. 
• Update Minnesotans on the availability of testing and the specifics of when and where 

expanded testing will be available. 
• This is serious. We can expect to see community transmission soon. 
• If you are sick, stay home. Minnesotans are not heeding this advice. 
• Encourage employers to have employees telecommute. 
• Encourage Minnesotans to take responsibility for their own social distancing. 
• Discourage large gatherings. 

These messages cannot be disseminated enough. 

As I said, hospitals and health systems are coordinating daily -- with CEOs fully engaged -- in 
preparedness for hospital and health system workforce, equipment (ventilators) and space, including 
potentially making physical changes for additional isolation rooms and intensive care units. A significant 
concern is access to the national strategic stockpile for PPE. Health systems are already experiencing 
shortages. We could use your help on these immediate issues. We are in regular and near constant 
communication with MDH and are working to get better organized on how MDH, MHA and our health 
system leaders will work together to make time-sensitive decisions if we experience a significant surge 
of patients needing hospital level of care across Minnesota. 
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I stand ready to serve as a liaison with you with the leaders of our health systems and to assist you in 
spreading these public messages. Thank you again for your support of our frontline caregivers and our 
hospitals and health systems. We appreciate your time and attention during this emergent situation. 

Rahul Koranne, M.D., MBA, FACP 
President & CEO 

Cc: Commissioner Jan Malcolm (jan.malcolm@state.mn.us) 


